Permitted Hours of Work

No child under the age of 13 can work

Children are not allowed to work before 7am or after 7pm whether they are paid or unpaid.

Children of compulsory school age are not allowed to work during school time unless it is work experience arranged by the school.

Age 13 & 14:

· School days - not more than 2 hours outside of school hours 

· Saturdays - 5 hours 

· Sundays - 2 hours 

· School holidays - 5 hours a day to a maximum of 25 hours a week 

Age 15 & 16:  

· School days - not more than 2 hours outside of school hours 

· Saturdays - 8 hours 

· Sundays - 2 hours 

· School holidays - 8 hours a day to a maximum of 35 hours a week 

Please note:  

· Employers must provide suitable and set times for rest.

· Children are not allowed to work for more than 4 hours without a 1 hour break.

· There must be at least 2 weeks, taken together, when the child must not work.

· Children can only work twelve hours maximum in any school week. 
Permitted and Prohibited Employment

 

Permitted Employment
· Deliver newspapers and leaflets 
· Shop work 
· Hairdressers 
· Office work 
· Car washing by hand in a private residential setting 
· In a café or restaurant 
· In riding stables 
· Domestic work 
· Agricultural or horticultural work (only occasionally and for child’s own parents) 
 
Prohibited Employment  

· In a cinema, theatre, disco, dance hall or night club, unless licensed under Child Performance regulations 

· Sell or deliver alcohol (except in sealed containers) 

· Deliver milk 

· Deliver fuel oils 

· In a commercial kitchen 

· Collect or sort refuse 

· In any work more than three metres above ground floor level 

· In any work involving harmful exposure to physical, biological or chemical agents 

· Collect money or sell or canvas door-to-door 

· Involving exposure to adult material or situations 

· In telephone sales 

· In a slaughter house or in the part of any premises connected with the killing of livestock, butchery or preparation of carcasses or meat for sale 

· In an amusement arcade or fairground 

· Personal care of residential or nursing home residents 
For further information on all the above, please contact:-
Child Employment Section
Education Welfare
Westox House
1 Trinity Road
Dudley
DY1 1JQ
 
Tel No. (01384) 814314
Fax No. (01384) 814216
Email: ews.ed@dudley.gov.uk
